
A Campaign for the Ages



After a decade of study, Epsilon volunteers launched a four-year project in 
2006 to renovate and expand our 80-year old chapter house, and to establish 
a superior undergraduate scholarship fund at North Dakota State University.  
With the endorsement of key alumni, a capital campaign was launched 
in the fall of 2007 to support this vision and to strengthen the chapter’s 
overall viability on the eve of our centenial celebration in 2013.  With the 
overwhelming support of brothers, family and friends, the goal of $1.75 
million was surpassed in 15 months.  This booklet celebrates the brotherhood 
that made this project a major success.  It most certainly will enable Epsilon 
to continue our proud legacy of “Making Better Men” into the next century.

2nd Century Campaign Achievements

•	 A scholarship endowment providing up 
to six new academic awards

•	 2,900 square foot addition, creating six 
new student rooms

•	 Handicapped accessibility on first floor 
of chapter house

•	 Expanded parking 
•	 125 volunteers
•	 371 donors or 40% of Epsilon alumni 

including 30% of undergraduate 
members

•	 Surpassing our goal by almost $70,000 
•	 A Tribute effort honoring 24 alumni 

and friends contributing $263,200 
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The Houses of Epsilon Chapter
By Erik Sorensen ‘00

Epsilon Chapter is not about a house, a great location, or unique fireplace.  Nevertheless, the big brick house 
on the corner, with the beautiful fireplace in the parlor, has become a powerful symbol uniting generations 
of AGR’s.  It’s easy to think that as long as there has been an Epsilon Chapter, our home has been 1303 
North University Drive.  But when Epsilon Chapter was installed on March 24, 1913 there was no common 
meeting place.  Later that spring, the chapter rented rooms near the Fargo business district and come fall, 
a suite of four rooms over a grocery store near campus were used.  Some members lived there to defray 
expenses.

Epsilon occupied its first house, on the corner of 10th Avenue and 7th Street, in the fall of 1914.  A year 
later, the chapter rented a house at 1316 12th Avenue North from Henry L. Bolley, Dean of the Biology 
Department.

World War I caused an upheaval in our living arrangements.  Many young men joined the armed forces or 
returned to the family farm.  Ceres Hall, at that time a women’s dormitory, was converted to barracks for 
the Student Army Training Corps (SATC).  The college took over three fraternity houses, including AGR, to 
accommodate the displaced women.  In September 1918, just before the end of the war, Epsilon had only a 
handful of members attending school.  They were housed in the SATC barracks, where they ended up being 
quarantined for influenza.

By the end of 1918 the war was over, 
Ceres Hall reverted to a women’s dorm, 
and the requisitioned fraternity houses 
were returned to their members.  Epsilon 
Chapter, however, did not go back home.  
That winter Dean Bolley sold his rental 
house to Theta Chi Fraternity.  AGR 
relocated to a house at 1129 11th Street 
for a time, and then moved to 1414 12th 
Avenue North.

In March of 1920 it became clear to 
Epsilon brothers that renting a house was 
a bad idea. Their rental house was sold 
to the women of Phi Upsilon Omicron.  
The fraternity established a building 
association to find a permanent housing solution, and after a year without a chapter house, they purchased a 
home at 1327 10th Avenue North in the fall of 1921.

The brothers no doubt finally felt some security by owning their own home.  In 1922 they set up a 
corporation to care for the property.  However, by the end of the decade, Epsilon had outgrown its house.  
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Two lots were purchased just east of campus, and in early 1928 it was decided to have a house built over 
the summer.  A groundbreaking ceremony was held on May 12, 1928.  The first spade of earth was taken by 
charter member Homer Dixon who also made a “brief pithy speech” to close the ceremony.

AGR members were able to occupy 
the new house that fall.  The building 
at 1303 13th Street North (later 
North University Drive) was officially 
dedicated on October 27, 1928 
during Homecoming.  The cost of 
the land, house, and furnishings was 
approximately $30,000.  Seed money 
was provided by Dr. Omar O. Churchill, 
the “Grand Old Man of Epsilon 
Chapter,” who bought the old chapter 
house for an “over market” price.  He 
converted the house to apartments, 
and he and his wife lived there for a 
time.  The famous fireplace in the parlor 
of 1303 was designed and donated by 
Harlow L. Walster, an alumnus of Iota 
Chapter, who was then Dean of the 
School of Agriculture.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 most of our Epsilon brothers joined the armed forces.  By the fall 
of 1942, the few who remained could not support the chapter house. As a result, the house was leased to the 
college and subsequently to the Army as the headquarters for the local Officers Candidate School.  A house 
at 1130 Broadway was rented for the use of brothers still attending college.

By the following spring, there were too few brothers left for the fraternity to function.  On May 10, 1943 the 
undergraduate chapter was put on inactive status, and the temporary chapter house was closed.  The Army 
cancelled its lease on the house in January of 1944, and the building sat empty until October, when the 
Catholic Welfare Bureau leased it for two years as a home for the elderly.  St. Anne’s Home, as it was called, 
could accommodate 26 people, and included a chapel and a set of the Stations of the Cross.

After the war ended young men returned to college, and Epsilon Chapter was reactivated on September 
24, 1945.  The chapter house, however, was still under lease for another year.  It wasn’t until September of 
1946 that our brothers were able to reoccupy their home. Since World War II the chapter house has only 
been unoccupied due to choice rather than circumstance.  The current renovation project displaced our 
undergraduate members for a full year.  During the 2009-2010 academic year, AGR undergraduates called 
Sigma Chi home while construction was underway.  “It really has been enjoyable for us,” said Ritchie Shafer 
’10.  “For the first couple of weeks it did take some getting used to, but it sure is better than living in a hotel 
or being scattered around Fargo.  One of the biggest, positive challenges has been finding a way for one 
brother who has cerebral palsy to get to chapter meetings.  We’ve had to carry him, but we made it work.”

Completely empty, the chapter house sports a banner which reads: “Our 
completely renovated and expanded home will be ready for Fall Semester 
2010!”
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The Birth of the 2nd Century Campaign 

With the mortgage paid off and nearly 30 years since 
the last major renovation, talk of renovating Epsilon’s 
80-year old chapter house began in 1996. “Phil 
Josephson, executive director of AGR, came to Fargo 
en route to Canada in the summer of 1997 to talk 
with a few board members,” said Tom Lilja ‘92, former 
House Corp president and Steering Committee chair.  
“Among the thoughts he shared that evening were that 
our property was great, but the lack of parking was a 
real problem.  

“House Corp was in the habit of saving for a four-year 
time span, then doing a small project,” added Tom.  “In 
2000 the basement was completely remodeled.  The top 
floors received new laminate flooring in 2005.  But it 
was becoming quickly evident that this approach was 
just a band-aid.  Mr. Josephson thought that $1 million ‘was out there’ from Epsilon alumni to make 1303 
more competitive.  At House Corp we debated whether to hire a fundraiser or an architect first.  In the end 
we chose the architect, which was a great decision.  YHR Partners conducted a thorough physical analysis 
of the property to test the fitness of the house.  They concluded the structure was good, and could last 
another forty years.  This was the information we needed to begin the campaign process.  IvyPartners, an 
organizational consulting firm owned and operated by AGR brothers from Zeta Chapter, was then hired to 
develop and implement a fundraising program.  We made sure we did our homework first before asking our 
alumni for any financial support.”  

Steering Committee Began Work First

In the Fall of 2006, 18 volunteer leaders led by Tom 
Lilja were hand selected by House Corp to study 
the building plan and financing strategy.  Three 
building proposals were considered, including: 
renovating and expanding the chapter house 
(with parking purchase), demolishing the current 
facility and rebuilding, and selling the chapter 
house and relocating elsewhere.  Before a final 
recommendation was presented to House Corp, 
the Steering Committee presented the plan to 
38 alumni representing multiple generations of 
Epsilon brothers for careful consideration.  The An architectural rendering of the renovated and expanded 

chapter house.

Merrill Johnson ’56 and Tom Lilja ’92.
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need to address chapter house concerns was supported unanimously, and the “renovate and expand” 
strategy was confirmed as the plan of choice.  Study participants also advocated for the development of a 
scholarship program to strengthen new member recruitment and to recognize the leadership and academic 
performance of upperclassmen. 

Campaign Committee Recruited to Raise $1.75 Million

With a green light to proceed as a result of the study, 24 alumni were recruited for the 
Campaign Committee in the summer of 2007 with Gregg Halverson ’71 serving as 
chair.  “We all realized that something needed to be done at the chapter house to remain 
relevant and competitive,” said Gregg.  “The agriculture industry had changed with the 
times, and so had NDSU.  Now it was AGR’s turn.  I was convinced we could make it 
happen because of the passion and leadership ability of our alumni.

“In my role as chair, I felt like I was in the middle of a very good alumni sandwich,” 
added Gregg.  “We had a generation of younger alumni doing much of the legwork and 

an older generation doing the heavy lifting.  My age group had an opportunity to tie it all together.  With a 
clear plan facilitated by IvyPartners, this project became a serious chain of events with clear results.  The fun 
began when we began reconnecting with old friends and making new ones.”

In February 2008 the quiet phase of the campaign got underway when committee members began meeting 
one-on-one with key friends and colleagues for leadership level gifts.  Just one month later over $300,000 
had been raised.  “In any fund drive it’s the early donors that give meaning and value to the project,” said 
Gregg.  “If they feel good about it, others will jump on the bandwagon.  From our earliest days on the 
campaign trail we were able to tap into the passion that alumni have for the brotherhood and their concern 
for our future.”

The Sunderland Challenge Gift

Before reaching out to all alumni, the Campaign 
Committee was keen to reach 60 to 70% of the goal.  
In early July 2008 David and Marlys Sunderland 
committed to a $250,000 challenge gift if volunteers 
could match that total in six weeks.  The Sunderland 
Challenge officially began on July 28, 2008.  “If we could 
grow our tally by $500,000, we would smash through 
the $1 million mark and position the campaign on 
rock solid ground by Homecoming,” said Gregg. “I 
was already 99% certain that we would be successful 

Gregg Halverson ’71

David and Marlys Sunderland ‘68 and their grandson.
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with this project, but the energy Dave’s 
gift provided was enormous.  This was 
leadership at its best!”

To be eligible for the Sunderland 
Challenge, new donors were encouraged 
to contribute at least $10,000 or more to 
become members of the Fireside Circle.  
Existing donors were encouraged to 
increase their gift to the $10,000 level or 
more.  In total the Sunderland Challenge 
raised more than $700,000.  Thirty-one 
donors became members of the Fireside 
Circle and 34 donors contributed an 
additional $100,000 in non-qualifying gifts.  

Fireside Circle Members

New Gifts of $50,000 or more
Corey Martin ‘98

New Gifts of $25,000 - $49,999
Allen Giese ’82 
Peter Shockman ‘78
Raymond York ‘70

New Gifts of $10,000 - $24,999
Michael Anderson ‘68
Joe, Joey, Chris, & Mark Bata ‘72, ‘00, ‘04, ‘06
Darby Bauer ‘91
Jack & Ken Berg ‘00, ‘04
Don & Kristi Carlson ‘97
Gary Gibbons ‘55
Bernie Goodman ‘68

Jared Hagert ‘98
John & Eric Halverson ‘99, ‘99
Craig Hanson ‘90
Robert Knorr ‘65
Andy Moquist ‘04
Howard Schmid ‘58
Myron Senechal ‘66
Mark Sletten ‘77
Tim & Mark Vipond ‘83, ‘88

Pledges Increased by $5,000 or 
More
John Giese ‘80
Merrill Johnson ‘56
Roger Kenner ‘71
Earl Marifjeren ‘54

“The AGR house was a terrific home when we 
attended college thanks to Harold Schafer and 
other generous alumni. Now it’s our turn to invest 
in the house to insure it’s a great home for young 
men attending NDSU in the future. It would be a 
terrible loss for AGR to give up this terrific location 
on campus.  The job needs to be done.  With 
our gift used as an incentive, I hope we can get 
more brothers on board to support the campaign, 
and rekindle the connection between alumni, 
undergraduates and NDSU.”

—David Sunderland ‘68
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Founders’ Circle

Members of the Founders’ Circle provided the gifts necessary to push the campaign over the 
$500,000 mark. Thank you for your early commitment and foresight that the 2nd Century 
Campaign would be a success.

Gifts of $50,000 or more
Gregg Halverson ‘71

Gifts of $25,000 - $49,999
Randall C. Aarestad ‘77
John Giese ‘80
Bill Harbeke ‘69
Allan Johnson ‘68
Earl Marifjeren ‘54
Gerald Puppe ’60 
Dave Vipond ‘79
Mike Vipond ‘82

Gifts of $10,000 - $24,999
Keith Bjerke ‘61
Jack Brown ‘60
Bruce Fagerholt ‘70
Bill Finley ‘70
Warren & Kevin Hall ‘06
Jim, Jamie & Clair Hauge ’70 ’95 ‘00
Merrill Johnson ‘56
Myron Johnsrud ‘57
Roger Kenner ‘71
Clint Kurtz ‘60
Carl Larson ‘62
Tom Lilja ‘92
Travis Maddock ‘93
Donald F. Schwartz ‘57

Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999
Arnold M. Amundson ‘62
Lester Amundson ‘56
Dale Anderson ‘59
Brant Bigger ‘00
Alan Blume ‘80
Robert Jerger ‘70
Russ Johnson ‘69
Aaron Kleingartner ‘01
Jim Kokett ‘88
Anthony Larson ‘95
Randall A. Mauch ‘72
Lyle Moe ‘58
Roy Simonson ‘34
Ryan Wingenbach ‘00
Steve Wosick ‘08

Gifts of $1,000 - $4,999
Dixon Best ‘49
Blaine Erovick 
Bob Knudson “58
Jamie Nettum ‘99
Roger Olafson ‘70
Gerald O’Keefe ‘59
Duane Preston ‘63
Erik Sorensen ‘00
Trent Velure ‘88

General Campaign Launched Homecoming 2008

At Homecoming 2008 the 2nd Century Campaign was officially unveiled to Epsilon alumni at nearly 80% 
of our $1.75 million goal.  One hundred thirty-four donors had pushed the campaign to the $1.35 million 
mark.  Moving forward, General Campaign Chair Bill Finley ’70 and his team of decade and class chairs 
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would take the campaign to 800 brothers with 
personal visits, phone calls, and emails.  The next 
key goal established by the campaign team would 
be to conclude fundraising by Founders’ Day 
2009.  

“This campaign was never about asking for 
money,” said Bill Finley ’70.  “We had a vision 
to realize as we approach our 100th anniversary.  
AGR was the first fraternity at NDSU, but 
simply maintaining the status quo won’t secure 
our future.  By revitalizing the house, we can 
energize undergraduate membership.  This was 
the premise for the entire campaign, and it was 
within our reach to make it happen.”

Neighboring Lot Purchased for Parking

Before the year was out, House Corp purchased a building lot five houses north of the University Lutheran 
Center for $92,000.  The property is accessible to Epsilon via an alleyway and could potentially increase 
parking from nine to as many as 22 spaces.  “This was an outstanding opportunity,” said Mike Vipond ’82, 
chair of the 8-member Building Committee.  “As a landowner in this mixed use area so close to campus, you 
can never have too much parking and our expansion plans required additional space to comply with city 
codes.” 

Founders Day Over-The-Top Festivities

By early March 2009, the campaign was still $160,000 shy of the goal.  
‘We were literally standing on the goal line in the fourth quarter with 
time running out,” said Gregg.  “What we needed was one strong push 
to put us over-the-top by Founders Day — just weeks away. At that time 
we had 270 donors – 28% of brothers - and had 90% of our goal.”

Naming opportunities, matching gifts, gifts of commodities, securities, 
and other non cash options were being successfully used by alumni 
to join the campaign. The 2nd Century Tribute effort was also a major 
incentive for brothers and their families to participate.  In all over 120 
donors recognized 24 tribute honorees including mentors, classmates, 
housemother and cooks, raising upwards of $260,000.

L-R – Brant Bigger, Roger Olafson & Warren Hall

Brant Bigger, House Corp President, 
presents campaign specifics at the 
General Campain launch at Home-
coming 2008.
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Although the original March 28th date for Founders’ 
Day was literally a washout, the Red River’s high water 
didn’t dampen festivities rescheduled for May 1st.  “We 
had so much to celebrate,” said Brant Bigger ’00, House 
Corp president.  “Over 80 alumni, undergraduates and 
friends had gathered to honor the 2009 Outstanding 
Alumnus, Bob Knudson ’58, and the campaign had 
blown through our $1.75 million goal.  Nearly 40% 
of brothers had stepped up to the plate to be donors, 
when the typical fraternity campaign nets upwards of 
25% participation.  Perhaps the most exciting thing of 
all was the amazing speed that all of this transpired.  
We had hoped to schedule our groundbreaking at 
Homecoming 2011 so work could be completed in time 
for our centennial year.  We were three years ahead of 

schedule!  This says something for the drive and commitment of our volunteers and alumni.  There was no 
question that everyone saw the need and bought into the project vision.

“With a formal campaign celebration and groundbreaking eight months away, we had to quickly decide 
where to direct future campaign gifts because we were over the goal,” added Brant. “The momentum 
generated by the campaign created a new level of alumni interest.  It’s like we woke up a sleeping giant.  But 
House Corp had already strategized for this exact scenario.  Funds collected through the summer would be 
used to:

•	 Increase the number and size of Epsilon scholarships
•	 Upgrade design specs not included in the original design
•	 Increase parking by securing a second lot
•	 Improve energy efficiency
•	 Create an operating endowment to provide for long term maintenance of the chapter house  

Epsilon Breaks Ground at Homecoming 2009

Now three years to the day since the Steering Committee 
first drew up plans for the renovation project, Meinecke-
Johnson of Fargo was poised to begin construction.  At 
Homecoming festivities news crews, university officials 
and 120 Epsilon alumni and friends attended a ground 
breaking ceremony and luncheon served at the NDSU 
Memorial Union.  According to Dr. Chapman, then NDSU 
president, the Epsilon project symbolized the fraternity’s 

L-R: Kirk Johnson, Trent Velure, and Travis Maddock 

Complete with green and gold shovels, the following helped break ground on the house expansion: David Sunderland ‘68, 
Brant Bigger ‘00, Dr. Joe Chapman, Tom Lilja ‘92, Mike Bjertners ‘11, Gregg Halverson ‘71, Bill Harbecke ‘69, Phil Josephson – 
AGR National, Bill Finley ‘70, and Mike Vipond ‘82.
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dedication to creating future leaders. AGR’s Phil Josephson said that message came across loud and clear 
when you see how many Epsilon alumni are project donors.  “This is the result of a solid history of making 
better men, and a good plan that is believable and demonstrates need and enthusiasm,” said Josephson.  “Let 
us all remember that we have a great fraternity because we have great brothers upholding great traditions 
of integrity, honesty, pride and decency. Together we can build an even stronger AGR for the years ahead.  
Epsilon has thought beyond the impossible.  That’s why we’re here today.”

Volunteer Contributions

“We had committed volunteers from 
different socio-economic levels, different 
generations, and different geographic 
areas,” said Gregg Halverson ‘71.  “But 
despite our diversity and unfamiliarity 
with each other, we became a highly 
effective machine.  In the end everyone 
contributed without fail.

“Thank you to all our campaign 
leaders,” added Gregg.  “I think our 
chapter’s success is a direct reflection 
on the passion that this group of AGR’s 
dedicated to this once-in-a lifetime effort.  
We knew it would be a big undertaking, 
but what a good time it was in the 
meantime.  I know we all will appreciate 
the fruit of our labors when we walk into 
the new house for the first time.”

Halverson Awarded Big Chip to Key Volunteers

Throughout the course of the campaign, Chairman Gregg Halverson ’71 and the Campaign 
Committee singled out a handful of volunteers for their unique and timely contribu tions to 
the 2nd Century project. As president of Black Gold Farms, one of the largest chip potato 
growers in the world, Gregg thought it only appropriate for these alumni to receive the 
dubi ous honor of the “Big Chip.” Win ners included: 

Dale Anderson ‘60
Bill Finley ‘70
Al Johnson ‘68
Bob Knudson ‘58

Tom Lilja ‘72
Duane Preston ‘68
Don Schwartz ‘57

Television cameras from local TV stations covered the formal ground-
breaking at Homecoming 2009.
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2nd Century Campaign Volunteers

House Corporation
Brant Bigger ’00 – President
Blain Erovick
Bill Finley ‘70
Craig Hanson ‘90
Bill Harbeke ‘69
Aaron Kelingartner ‘01
Jon Lee ‘97
Tom Lilja ‘92
Andy Maier ‘05
Don Nelson ‘87
Jamie Nettum ‘98
Erik Sorensen ‘00
Darnell Wohlk ‘07

Steering Committee
Tom Lilja ’92 - Chair
Dale Anderson ‘60
Brant Bigger ‘00
Keith Bjerke ‘61
Jack Brown ‘60
Jason Eckert ‘93
Bruce Fagerholt ‘70
Bill Harbeke ‘69
Jim Hauge ‘70
Gregg Halverson ‘71
Roy Johnson ‘50
Jim Kokett ‘88
Anthony Larson ‘95
Rick Palmer ‘61
Jerry Puppe ‘60
Howard Schmid ‘59
Don Schwartz ‘57
Jeff Strang ‘98

Building Committee
Mike Vipond ’82 – Chair
Keith Bjerke ‘61
Bob Jerger ‘70
Russ Johnson ‘69
Jamie Nettum ‘99

Steve Wosick ‘08
Charlie Aarestad—Undergraduate
Eric Thesing—Undergraduate
Doug Wosick—Undergraduate

Campaign Committee
Gregg Halverson ’71 - Chair
Bill Finley ‘70 - General Campaign 
   Chair
Don Schwartz ‘57 - Tribute Chair

Dale Anderson ‘60
Keith Bjerke ‘61
Brant Bigger ‘00
Bruce Fagerholt ‘70
John Giese ‘80
Jim Hauge ‘70
Allan Johnson ‘68
Roger Kenner ‘71
Bob Knorr ‘65
Robert Knudson ‘58
Jim Kokett ‘88
Carl Larson ‘62
Tom Lilja ‘92
Earl Marifjeren ‘54
Jerry Puppe ‘60
Trent Velure ‘88
Mike Vipond ‘82
David Vipond ‘79
Steve Wosick ‘08
Eric Thesing—Noble Ruler
Doug Wosick—Undergraduate

Decade Chairs:
Bob Knudson—1950s
Duane Preston—1960s
David Vipond—1970s
Jim Kokett—1980s
Greg Goodman—1990s
Grant Anderson—2000s

Tribute Captains:
Jack Babinski ‘53
Neal Bjornson ‘58
Jack Brown ‘60
Carl Haas ‘60
Maynard Iverson ‘61
Merrill Johnson ‘56
Myron Johnsrud ‘57
Travis Maddock ‘93
Lyle Moe ‘58
Howard Schmid ‘58
Darnell Wohlk ‘07

Class Chairs:
Roy Johnson ‘50 
Bob Geston ‘51 
Bob Knudson ‘52
Clayton Haugse ‘53
Earl Marifjeren ‘54
Gary Gibbons ‘55
Curt Nelson ‘56
John Haas ‘57
Kenneth Thompson’58
Earl Stegman ‘59
Jerry Puppe ‘60
Keith Bjerke ‘61
Joe Thomas ‘62
Duane Preston ‘63
Robert Rose ‘64
Bob Knorr ‘65
Don Strickler ‘66
Allen Odenbach ‘67
Mick Anderson ‘68
Bill Harbeke ‘69
Ed Pearson ‘70
Terry Skjerseth ‘71
Randy Mauch ‘72
Pat Stallman ‘73
David Vipond ‘74
Reed Tinkham ‘75
Kim Lees ‘76

Mark Sletten ‘77
Randy Mitteness ‘78
Howard Huebner ‘79
Randy Reber ‘80
Dave Schneeberger ‘81
Mark Magnusson ‘82
Ralph Kaehler ‘83
Mark Schafer ‘84
Wade Itzen ‘85
Gary Pfann ‘86
Jim Thormodson ‘87
Trent Velure ‘88
Blaine Hopfauf ‘89
Brad Giese ‘90
Greg Goodman ‘91, ‘92
Kenneth Sundberg ‘93
Kirk Johnson ‘94
Anthony Larson ‘95
Jason Wildung ‘96
Don Carlson ‘97
Jeff Strang ‘98
Eric Halverson ‘99
Eric Sorensen ‘00
Aaron Kleingartner ‘01
Dallas Loff ‘02
Jeff Olson ‘03
Ken Berg ‘04
Craig Olson ‘05
Andrew Mauch ‘06

Celebration Committee
Bob Knudson ‘58 - Chair
Brant Bigger ‘00
Keith Bjerke ‘61
Bill Harbeke ‘69
Darrell Wohlk ‘07

Charlie Aarestad —  
   Undergraduate
Ritchie Schaefer — 
   Undergraduate
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Campaign Tributes Recognize Family, Friends and Colleagues
By Donald F. Schwartz ’57, Tribute Chairman

On behalf of the families of our 24 honorees and the Epsilon Chapter Campaign Committee, we want to 
recognize and thank all donors who participated in our 2nd Century Tribute effort.  A special thank you goes 
to those individuals who first established a tribute by making an initial donation in memory of, or in honor 
of, someone who was special to them.  We also extend our appreciation and “job well done” to the Tribute 
captains who assisted in this unique initiative.

In all, over $260,000 of our campaign total was the result of 
the Tribute project.  It is more important, however, that this 
effort enables us to honor individuals who made meaningful 
contributions to their family, their community, to North 
Dakota and to the nation.  Each tribute honoree was a hero 
for someone.  Now these honorees are heroes and role models 
to all of us.  

Please take time to read the Tribute honoree biographies on 
the following pages. Alpha Gamma Rho’s motto is “To make 
better men.”  The Epsilon brothers named here exemplify that 
goal. 

Special thanks to Bill and Geri Harbeke 
who served as coordinators for the 
2nd Century Campaign. “It was a very 
enjoyable and satisfying experience to be 
able to work with a great group of AGR’s,” 
said Bill. “Everyone was passionate about 
getting the job done for the future of 
Epsilon.”  

Special Thanks....

Geri Harbeke received flowers as a 
small token of our appreciation at 
our Homecoming celebration.
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Epsilon Federal Agency Administrators

Keith D. Bjerke ’61

The former head of a federal agency, former administrator of a state 

agency and current vice president at NDSU, Keith D. Bjerke is a “triple 

threat man” for Epsilon. All of this occurred after being a ND farmer for 25 

years.

Keith was raised on a farm near Northwood, ND, attended Northwood 

High School and graduated from the Northwest School of Agriculture, 

Crookston, MN.  At NDSU, he majored in animal husbandry and was 

a member of NDSU’s first place livestock judging team at the 1960 International Livestock Exposition in 

Chicago. He served as Epsilon’s noble ruler his senior year.

Following graduation in 1961, Keith served three years in the Marine Corps and then returned to 

Northwood where he and his wife Marian owned and operated their 3500-acre Spruce Row Farm for 25 years 

specializing in SPF Yorkshire and Duroc hogs.  They moved to Washington, D.C. in 1989 when Brother Bjerke 

was named administrator of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, USDA, and executive vice 

president of the Commodity Credit Corporation. In 1993 they moved to Bismarck, ND, when Keith accepted 

an appointment as the adjutant general of the North Dakota National Guard. He served in that position until 

December 2000 when he retired as a major general.  

In January 2001, Keith became vice president for university relations at NDSU where he worked closely 

with President Joseph Chapman during an unprecedented era of growth and development.  His responsibilities 

include university relations, legislative affairs and community outreach.

Keith serves on the board of directors of AgCountry Farm Credit Services.  He has been chairman of the 

Greater North Dakota Association, executive board member of the National Pork Producers and president of 

Outstanding Farmers of America. He was inducted into the Epsilon Chapter Hall of Fame in 2003 and named 

a Brother of the Century, Alpha Gamma Rho in 2004.

Keith and Marian have three daughters, one son, eight grandsons and two granddaughters.



14

Myron Johnsrud ’57

Myron Johnsrud enjoyed a distinguished career that took him on 

an eventful journey from his native Watford City, ND to Fargo, ND to 

Madison, WI and to Washington, D.C. where he headed the Cooperative 

Extension System.

Brother Johnsrud was initiated in 1952, but his NDSU studies were 

interrupted by a two-year USAF pilot training program. After eight years as 

a partner in a grain and livestock farm in McKenzie County, Myron joined 

the NDSU Extension Service as assistant county agent for Williams County.  With the encouragement of ND 

Extension leaders, a Kellogg Foundation scholarship, and the blessing of his family, he earned master’s and 

doctorate degrees from the University of Wisconsin. 

Dr. Johnsrud returned to the NDSU Extension Service as coordinator of program and staff development.  

He moved to Washington, D.C. in 1971 where he became director of staff development for the Cooperative 

Extension System.  In 1973 he returned to NDSU as associate director of the NDSU Extension Service and 

was promoted to director the following year.  He served as state director for 12 years before being appointed 

administrator of the Cooperative Extension System by the Secretary of Agriculture, a position he held for seven 

years.  In 1993 Myron became director of extension and outreach with the National Association of Land Grant 

Colleges and State Universities, retiring in 2002.

The many honors Brother Johnsrud has received include: the Meritorious Executive Award from President 

George H. W. Bush, NDSU Alumni Achievement Award, NDSU Harvest Bowl Agribusiness Award, National 

Distinguished Service Ruby Award, Epsilon Chapter Alumnus of the Year, and induction into the International 

Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame and the National 4-H Hall of Fame.

Myron and his wife Muriel have two children, Michelle and Mark, five grandchildren and four great- 

grandchildren.

Epsilon Federal Agency Administrators
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Stephen K. Bjornson ’17

Epsilon’s first national president, Stephen K. Bjornson, was born 

in Gardar, ND, Pembina County in 1891.  He was initiated into Epsilon 

December 12, 1914, the year after the chapter was founded.  He played 

on the varsity football team for four years and was captain three years. 

Working on the college farm at 10 cents per hour helped support his 

education.  In his senior year he served as Epsilon’s noble ruler.

Stephen graduated from NDSU in 1917 and entered the U.S. Army 

during World War I.  Initially assigned to the Quartermaster Corps where he bought oats for the cavalry and 

artillery horses, he shortly requested transfer to the Artillery Corps.  He served for 20 months and at the end 

of the war was a first lieutenant in Field Artillery.

After the war, he entered the crop and weather insurance business with a company headquartered in 

Chicago.  There he was very active in the Chicago AGR Alumni Association and the International Banquet.  

He traveled extensively visiting chapters nationwide and attended many national conventions.

Stephen was elected AGR grand vice president at the national convention in 1927 and was elected grand 

president at the Chicago convention in December 1929, serving until November 1931.  He also was Sickle 

and Sheaf trustee during those years.

Brother Bjornson died in an automobile accident in 1949.  He was posthumously honored with the 

Brother of the Century Award.

Epsilon National AGR Leaders
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Jack Brown ’60, ’62

The story of Jack Brown’s career stretches from a farm near Hensel, ND 

to managing $2.6 billon in mortgages and real estate at the Equitable Life 

Insurance Society of the United States and the Federal Agricultural Mortgage 

Corporation (Farmer Mac).

An officer in Walsh County Agricultural High School FFA, Jack also was 

an officer in Collegiate FFA at NDSU where he completed an ag education 

degree.  He pledged AGR in his first quarter and served as usher and noble 

ruler by the time he graduated in 1960. He was in Army ROTC and active in Interfraternity Council, Honor 

Case Commission, Kappa Delta Pi and was named to Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities. He 

earned a master’s in ag economics at NDSU in 1962. He then spent two years as an Army lieutenant stationed in 

Germany.

Brother Brown worked for Equitable Life and Equitable Agri-Business for 36 years, starting in the 

investment department where he was involved in farm/ranch, commercial and residential real estate. He played 

a key role in formulating Farmer Mac, a public NYSE-listed company. Major management positions with 

Equitable and its subsidiaries followed including vice president of Equitable, chief investment officer, COO, 

president and board member of Equitable Agri-Business, president of EBA Iowa, president, COO and board 

member of Lendlease Agri-Business.

Outside of Equitable, Jack was on the board of the Farmer Mac, the Educational Foundation of AGR, and 

was board chairman of the national AGR Chapter House Loan Fund. He served many community civic and 

church organizations in cities where he lived, always active in fundraising.  He has served as Star Farmer judge 

at several National FFA Organization conventions.  His AGR awards include: Outstanding Alumnus of Epsilon 

in 2002, Brother of the Century in 2004, and national AGR Hall of Fame in 2010.

Jack and his wife Diane have two daughters and six grandchildren.

Epsilon National AGR Leaders
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Allan R. Johnson  ’68

Unlike Epsilon’s other two national AGR presidents, Al Johnson didn’t go 
into the crop insurance business. He had a distinguished career in agricultural 
publishing and served as a USDA presidential appointee.

Al grew up on a farming/ranching operation near Almont, ND. He 
graduated from Carson High School where he was active in FFA, football,  
basketball and track.  At NDSU he participated in Agronomy Club, Little 
International, Homecoming Parade, and RahJahs, graduating in 1968 with 
a degree in agronomy. He then entered the Army and served in the 101st 
Airborne Division in Vietnam. He was awarded the Bronze Star for Valor, the 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, and the Purple Heart. His unit also received a presidential citation.

Al’s first job was in sales for The Dakota Farmer Magazine, Aberdeen, SD, where he rose to advertising 
director. In 1979 he joined the Midwest Unit Farm Publication Office, Hartsdale, NY, as eastern manager. Barely 
settled into this job, Al was promoted to national sales manager at Farm Progress Companies and relocated to 
Oak Brook, IL.  Subsequent promotions were to advertising director, general manager and eventually president in 
1990.  As president, Al managed the largest growth period in the company’s history (seven publications to 39).  

Brother Johnson retired from Farm Progress in 2000 and began consulting on his own until asked to be 
director, legislative & public affairs for the USDA Rural Development Mission Area in 2003. Two years later 
he was appointed deputy under secretary for rural development, remaining there until 2009 when he retired a 
second time. He then joined his wife Sara in her business, Agri-Pulse Communications.

During his career, Al held industry leadership positions including chairman of the Farm Foundation 
Board of Trustees, president of the Equipment Manufacturers Institute Suppliers Council, and president of the 
Agricultural Publishers Association.  His awards include: NDSU Master Alumni Award, Epsilon Hall of Fame, 
national AGR Hall of Fame, and Brother of the Century.  Alpha Zeta named him to their Centennial Honor Roll 
in 1997. He was named ag communicator of the year by the National AgriMarketing Association in 1998, and in 
1996 the National FFA Organization recognized his service on their Sponsors’ Board with an honorary American 
Farmer Degree and a distinguished service citation.

Al owns his family’s century farm near Almont and resides with his wife Sara, and their two sons, Jason and 
Jordan, in Camdenton, MO.

Epsilon National AGR Leaders
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Gerald C. Puppe ’60

Epsilon’s second national president and the first Epsilon brother to be 

inducted into the national AGR Hall of Fame, Gerald Puppe spent his career 

in crop insurance. “It’s sheer coincidence,” says Jerry that he shares the same 

field as our first national president, S. K. Bjornson, 60 years earlier. 

Jerry spent 29 years in executive positions with the USDA Federal Crop 

Insurance Corp in Washington, D.C. and Kansas City, MO.  He directed 

development of crop insurance training and procedural systems used in 

government and the private sector, and supervised claims and underwriting 

activity throughout the United States.  Moving to the private sector for the last 11 years of his career, Jerry 

served as vice president of National Crop Insurance Services in Overland Park, KS where he directed 

agricultural research programs, crop insurance policy and procedural development, training, education and 

public relations activities.

A native of Hensel, ND, Brother Puppe served as chaplain and alumni secretary of Epsilon Chapter.  

He was president of Saddle and Sirloin and Gamma  Delta.  After graduating with a major in agricultural 

education in 1960, Jerry was an International Farm Youth Exchange delegate to Lebanon. He then spent two 

years as an Army officer and one year as a vocational ag instructor at McClusky, ND.  He earned a master’s 

degree in public administration from Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, in 1975.

Jerry is an active AGR alumnus, serving as president of the Washington D.C. alumni chapter and vice 

president of the central and eastern regional organizations. He was first on the AGR national board of 

directors in 1984, was executive vice president, 1986-89, and grand president, 1989-90.  His AGR honors 

include: Outstanding Alumnus of the Washington D.C. and Chicago alumni chapters, Epsilon Hall of Fame, 

1993, national AGR Hall of Fame, 2006, and Brother of the Century, 2004.  He has attended 16 national AGR 

conventions.  He has served on the FFA Sponsors Board and as a judge at numerous FFA conventions. Jerry 

was named an Outstanding Young Man of America in 1971 and has been listed in several editions of Who’s 

Who in Government Service and Who’s Who in America.

Jerry and his wife Marsha have a son and two grandchildren.                                                                                                                            
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Dale O. Anderson ’59, ‘60

With a life-long dedication to his home state and a distinguished 
leadership career in ND academic and business circles, Dr. Dale Anderson 
leaves a legacy as an advocate for positive change.  His first career—11 
years long—was on the faculty of the NDSU Department of Agricultural 
Economics, where he earned tenure as a full professor.  His second career—29 
years long—was with the Greater North Dakota Association (GNDA), the 
state’s chamber of commerce.  For his last 22 years at GNDA, Dale served as 
president—the association’s chief executive officer—retiring in 2003.

Dale was raised on a small grain/livestock farm homesteaded by his Norwegian grandparents in 1907 
near Dunn Center, ND.  He graduated from NDSU in 1959 majoring in mechanized agriculture, and in 1960 
completed a master’s in agricultural economics.  In 1965 he earned a Ph.D. in agricultural economics from 
Oklahoma State University.

While on the NDSU faculty, Dr. Anderson headed the ND Water Resources Research Institute, the Upper 
Great Plains Transportation Institute, and the Tri-College University Center for Environmental Studies. He also 
wrote numerous published articles dealing with water resource development and use, and agricultural policy.  He 
was Epsilon Chapter advisor and secretary for the House Corporation Board, 1966-71. 

Dale’s professional and civic service at the local, state and regional levels include: past chair of St. Luke’s 
Hospital, past master, Shiloh Masonic Lodge, district governor of Toastmasters International and recipient 
of the Distinguished Toastmasters Award, first president of the ND Consensus Council, and appointed by 
the Governor to the ND Military Issues Task Force. Nationally, he served as vice president of the Council of 
State Chambers of Commerce and as a member of the agricultural and small business committees of the US 
Chamber of Commerce. Dale’s NDSU service includes past president of Team Makers, and member of the NDSU 
Development Foundation Board of Trustees and executive committee. 

Dale received the AGR Epsilon Leadership Award in 1974, the AGR Brother of the Century Award in 2004 
and was named to the Epsilon Hall of Fame in 2008. 

Dale and his wife Claudia are parents of a daughter and son, and have five grandchildren.

Epsilon ND Government & Association Leaders
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Tom Lilja ’92

The most recent Epsilon brother to serve as manager of a statewide 

association, Tom Lilja was hired as executive director of the North Dakota 

Corn Growers Association (NDCGA) in 2007. He is responsible for 

implementing producer-funded programs for research and promotion of 

corn, ranging from northern corn breeding to ethanol consumption. 

In his first two years at NDCGA, Tom was instrumental in linking the 

corn breeding program at NDSU to a royalty-based marketing system that 

provides farmers with a method of tracking hybrid seed sources. He also helped convince the ND legislature to 

fund a biofuels blender pump program that gives ethanol vendors equal competitive footing with traditional 

gasoline outlets.

Brother Lilja was raised on a dairy and small grain farm near Larimore, ND. At Larimore High School he 

was active in FFA and was chapter president. He was elected 1988-89 state FFA president. At NDSU, Tom served 

Epsilon as VNR-recruitment and noble ruler. In 1991 he was selected one of two National FFA Organization 

American Royal Ambassadors. After graduating in agricultural education and extension in 1992, Tom worked 

for the national AGR office for one year as chapter services manager. 

Tom started his professional career in 1994 as a commercial credit analyst for Kemper Banks in Kansas 

City. In 1995 he became district sales manager for the Golden Harvest Seed Company covering North Dakota 

and western Minnesota. In 2002 Tom joined Progressive Ag Marketing in Fargo as a grain market analyst and 

crop insurance agent where he helped farmers mitigate risk through the use of forward contracts and other 

hedging techniques. 

Tom served on the Epsilon House Corporation Board from 1995-2009 and was chairman from 2002-06, 

during which time he was instrumental in formulating initial plans for the 2nd Century Campaign.  

Epsilon ND Government & Association Leaders
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Melvin G. Maier ’55, ’63

Twenty-five years service as administrator of the North Dakota Wheat 

Commission and an unwavering passion to create a world-class image 

for ND wheat and durum in the US and abroad, easily earn Melvin G. 

Maier the title of “Mr. North Dakota Wheat.”   With an easy smile, great 

sense of humor and ever-present cigar—his “Churchillian persona”—Mel 

was an effective personal ambassador, which belied his keen mind, and 

administrative and marketing skills.

Brother Maier grew up in Elgin, ND and received two degrees from NDSU: a bachelor’s in ag education in 

1955, and master’s degree in ag economics in 1963.  His undergraduate activities included Saddle and Sirloin, 

Arnold Air Society, Spring Sing, Lutheran Student Association, and president of Collegiate FFA.  After two 

years duty with the Air Force in Europe, he began his professional career as a vocational agriculture instructor 

at Williston, ND.  Following graduate study in 1963, he joined the ND Wheat Commission as assistant 

administrator.  In 1967 he moved to Rotterdam, the Netherlands, where as European director for Great Plains 

Wheat, he strove to expand exports on behalf of seven state wheat commissions.  He returned to the ND 

Wheat Commission in 1972 as administrator, a position he held until retiring in 1997.  Mel died later that year.  

One of Mel’s proudest accomplishments was his role in creating and developing the Northern Crops 

Institute at NDSU.  The Institute has become a world-renowned center for research, technical and marketing 

training for wheat merchandisers and processors.  Other accomplishments include opening of significant 

markets for ND wheat and durum in Asia, the Middle East, Russia, South Africa, Brazil and India.

Mel’s awards include Durum Man of the Year, North Dakota Agricultural Hall of Fame, and the State 

Friend of Extension Award.

Mel is survived by his wife Sharyl, a son and a daughter.
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Wade Moser ’79 

Wade Moser was an active and effective voice for ND stockmen 

for 26 years as executive vice president of the North Dakota Stockmen’s 

Association (NDSA). In that role, he managed programs, a staff of 40, and 

was the association’s chief lobbyist.

 Under Wade’s leadership, the NDSA implemented several innovative 

programs for ND beef cattle producers including: the Environmental 

Services Program, All Breeds Tour, Junior Beef Expo, Mentorship Program, 

Feedlot Internship, Young Cattlemen’s Legislative Conference, brand recording, animal identification and the 

environmental stewardship programs.  He helped obtain over $1 million in federal and state grants to bring 

cattle producers into environmental compliance, and was instrumental in securing state funds for the Beef 

Systems Center of Excellence at NDSU.  One of his important roles was protecting cattle producers’ interests by 

informing legislators of how proposed laws and rules would impact the cattle industry. 

Brother Moser grew up on a diversified farm near Elgin, ND.  After a stint in the military, he received a 

degree in animal science from NDSU in 1979.  He worked for First Bank as an agricultural loan officer until 

1983 when he joined the NDSA as chief administrator.

 Wade’s service activity includes the North Dakota FFA Foundation, Burleigh County Fair Board, and 

North Dakota Rodeo Association.  He served on the Wells Fargo Bank board and was active in the USDA 

National Animal Identification Program advisory group.  His recent awards include an honorary American 

Farmer Degree from the National FFA Organization and the North Dakota Stockmen’s Association Top Hand 

Award.

Retired in 2008, Wade, his wife Lynn, and two daughters, Kate and Twila, run a cow/calf operation and a 

heifer development program south of Bismarck, ND. 
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Dennis H. Askim ’72

Dennis Askim grew up in the Lankin, ND community with strong 

interests in 4-H and livestock judging, competing one year in a national 

4-H judging contest in Chicago. After graduating from Lankin High 

School in 1967, Dennis furthered his interest in livestock at NDSU by 

actively participating each year in the Little International.  Following 

family tradition, he joined AGR.  He graduated in 1972 with a degree in 

agriculture.   

Until his death in October 1991, Brother Askim had a variety of ag related positions. He was operations 

manager for Schulz Farms in Davenport, ND from 1972-75.   For the next ten years, he was research 

coordinator for the Red River Valley Potato Growers Association (now known as the Northern Plains Potato 

Growers Association) and farm manager of a 400-acre agricultural experiment station.  Dennis served on local, 

state, national, and international committees representing the growers association and presented many papers 

at such meetings.  From 1985-89, he was territory manager for Gold Label Feeds.  His last position was with 

the USDA Federal Grain Inspection Service as an agricultural commodity aide. 

Typical of Dennis, he focused his service attention on activities that were youth oriented.  He was a Cub 

Scout leader, worked with 4-H youth, and was a livestock judge at the Walsh County Fair (ND) for many years.  

In 1991, he was honored posthumously for his long and dedicated service to 4-H and the Walsh County Fair.

Dennis and his wife Mary have two children, Michelle and Justin, who were 12 and 8 when he died. But 

when Justin started to talk about college, there was only one choice: to go to NDSU and be an AGR like his 

dad.  Dennis cherished the AGR house and the brotherhood he shared with so many.  The strength of that 

brotherhood is evident in the friendships that his family feels fortunate to still have with his AGR brothers, and 

in the family legacy that continues.

Individual Tributes
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Bertram “Bert” Berg ’53 

Dr. Bert Berg was the embodiment of the term “community leader.” A 

proud lifetime resident of ND, Bert was an ardent and active supporter of 4-H, 

his church, his communities of Maddock and Hettinger, the ND Veterinary 

Association and NDSU.

Bert was raised on a farm near Maddock, ND and graduated from the 

Benson County Agricultural High School.  He served as a state FFA officer.  At 

NDSU he earned a degree in animal science and pre-veterinary medicine in 

1953.  In 1954 he was an International Farm Youth Exchange (IFYE) delegate to England/Wales.  He farmed near 

Maddock until 1962 when he entered the College of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Minnesota. After 

receiving his DVM in 1966, he moved to Hettinger, ND where he joined Brother Bob Velure as a partner in the 

West River Veterinary Clinic, remaining there until his retirement in 2000.

Brother Berg loved ND and believed in giving his time to organizations that had a positive impact on 

people’s lives.  4-H is an example. In addition to IFYE, he was a 4-H leader for 38 years and served as a ND 4-H 

Foundation director and as president. In 1990 he received the 4-H Distinguished Service Award, the highest 

award given. In addition to being a 4-H leader, Bert was a Sunday school teacher for over 20 years, president 

of the Hettinger Black Devils Booster Club for nine years, and served on the Maddock School Board. Bert was 

active in the ND Veterinary Association for over 30 years, serving in many leadership roles including president.  

He was recognized as ND Veterinarian of the Year in 1998. At the national level, Bert was active in the American 

Veterinary Medical Association, where he was on the Judicial Council and the Accreditation Committee.  Bert’s 

NDSU service included nine years as an Alumni Association director.  

Bert died in 2001.  He is survived by his wife Francie, who was a 1954 Montana IFYE delegate to Switzerland, 

two sons, two daughters and nine grandchildren.  Continuing a family legacy of service to ND, Bert’s oldest son 

was in the ND legislature, serving terms as majority leader, and is a 2010 candidate for the US Congress.
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Michael Brandvik ’61

A life-long resident of North Dakota, Mike Brandvik spent all of his 

career helping ND farmers and ranchers.

A native of Killdeer, ND and graduate of Killdeer High School, Mike 

attended NDSU for two years before entering the Navy for a two-year 

stint. He then returned to NDSU, graduating in 1961 with a double major 

in animal husbandry and agricultural economics.  A member of Blue 

Key and Saddle and Sirloin, Mike was most proud of being on the NDSU 

livestock judging team that won first place at the 1960 International Livestock Exposition in Chicago. 

After graduating in 1961, Brother Brandvik began his career in the Dickinson, ND office of the 

Production Credit Association.   Two years later he joined USDA’s Farmers Home Administration (FmHA) 

where he remained until retirement in 1994.  He worked in county FmHA offices in Dickinson and 

Bottineau, heading the latter for 14 years.  His last FmHA assignment was in the state office in Bismarck. 

There he specialized in rural housing and also served on the Federal Appeals Hearing staff.   Following 

retirement, Mike was a private agricultural credit consultant for 10 years.  

Mike was active in local community, church and civic organizations wherever he lived.  In Bottineau, he 

was instrumental in developing the Bottineau Winter Park.

Mike died in 2006 at age 70 in Bismarck. He and his wife Nancy have a son and daughter and four 

grandchildren.
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Ron L. Brandvold ’57

Ron Brandvold was a determined man.  On his first date with a 

freshman KKG pledge—a blind date arranged at his request by an AGR’s 

sister—he told her: “I’m going to be a banker; I’m going to visit Alaska; and 

I’m going to marry you.”  He accomplished all three.

The eldest of six children, Ron was raised on a dairy farm near 

Bottineau, ND.  He was active in 4-H and in high school football, basketball, 

band (trumpet) and choir. At NDSU he was Epsilon’s noble ruler, treasurer 

of ASAE, and a member of Blue Key, Saddle and Sirloin, IFC and Bison Brevities.  He was named to Who’s 

Who in American Colleges and Universities as a senior.  

Brother Brandvold graduated in 1957 with a major in agricultural engineering and began his career as 

assistant Extension agent in Walsh County.  In 1960 he became the agricultural loan officer for Northwest Bank 

in Grafton.  There he rose to vice president before leaving in 1972 to become president of Merchant’s Bank in 

Rugby.  

In 1987 Ron and his family moved to Prentice, WI where he founded and was president of Community 

State Bank.  Beginning with no assets except for a small group of trusting investors, Ron retired in 1996 as the 

head of the bank with 12 employees, assets of $22 million and a new bank building.

The third part of Ron’s dream remained: a trip to Alaska.  During that 1996 trip Ron fell ill and was 

diagnosed with stomach cancer.  He died three months later.

During his career Ron was active in community and civic affairs including Lion’s Club, Kiwanis Club, Elks 

and the Masons.  In each community he served as president of his church council, and was chairman of the 

Rugby hospital board for eight years.  He held offices in the ND Bankers Association, including chairman of 

the Bank Managers Conference. He served in the ND Air National Guard for 11 years.

Ron and his wife Ruth (the KKG alum) have two children, John and Jana, and four grandchildren.
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Dr. Omar O. Churchill ’22 

Reverently called “The Grand Old Man of Epsilon” by generations 

of brothers, Dr. Omar O. Churchill was a long time faculty advisor to the 

chapter and a faculty member in the NDSU College of Agriculture for 42 

years.  “Doc” Churchill’s 1928 purchase of Epsilon’s first house at well over 

its market value was the seed money used to build the original chapter house 

at 1303. During World War II while the chapter was on inactive status, Doc 

looked after the house and finances while it was leased by the US Army as 

headquarters for the Officer Candidate School

Doc was initiated into AGR at Michigan State University where he received his bachelor’s degree in 1903. 

He came to NDSU in 1904 as an instructor in crops and genetics.  In 1911 he moved to Oklahoma State as a 

professor of soils and crops, becoming dean of agriculture two years later.  In 1915 he returned to NDSU as a 

professor of agronomy and was acting dean of agriculture 1919-21. He earned a master’s degree from NDSU in 

1922 and his Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota in 1927.

Doc had a special interest in college athletics and promoted several early NDSU teams. He served on the 

Athletic Board of Control most of his career, was business manager of athletics 1908-10, acting athletic director in 

1930 and 1942, and was president of the North Central Conference (NCC) in 1936, 1937 and 1942 while serving 

as NDSU’s faculty representative to the NCC.

Brother Churchill was a fellow of the American Society for the Advancement of Science and a member of 

Phi Kappa Phi, American Men of Science, American Agronomy Society, American Society of Genetics, Alpha 

Zeta, and secretary of the ND Horticultural Society. His honors include: Who’s Who in America, an honorary 

State Farmer degree from the ND FFA, and the 1932 NDSU Blue Key Doctor of Service Award.

In 1957, the Men’s Residence Hall, built in 1931, was named Churchill Hall in his honor. Doc retired in 1950 

and moved to California.  He died in 1961.
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Reginald M. Gorder ’57

Reg Gorder spent his entire career doing what he liked best: helping 

other people, especially farmers with their finances.  

After a three-year stint as a high school vocational agriculture 

instructor at Crosby, ND, Reg joined the Dickinson Farm Credit 

Association.  He moved up the ladder to the Farm Credit Bank (FCB) in 

St. Paul and then to senior vice president of the Spokane, WA, FCB.  After 

23 years with Farm Credit, he established his own financial consulting 

business in Spokane, working with farmers and ranchers until his death in 1995.

Brother Gorder was very often a leader in the organizations he joined.  At Bottineau High School, he 

was president of the senior class, on the all-state football team, treasurer of the FFA chapter and a FFA state 

officer 1953-54.  At NDSU he was president of his AGR pledge class, editor of the Bison Annual, assistant 

manager and co-master of ceremonies for the Little International, editor of the Epsilon Crescent, a member 

of Gold Star Band, and was elected to Blue Key where he helped establish the Doctor of Service Hall of 

Fame.  Professionally, he was active in the Dickinson Junior Chamber of Commerce, was president for three 

years of the Ag Bureau-Spokane National Stock Show, on the board of directors of the Spokane YMCA and 

on the finance council of two Catholic churches.

Married to his high school and NDSU sweetheart Joyce Berg, he and Joyce have four children and nine 

grandchildren.
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Warren L.  Jamison ’61, ’62

Warren Jamison’s accomplishments during more than four decades of 

water resource management were the culmination of his vision that every 

citizen should have access to a reliable, high quality and affordable supply of 

water.  He pursued that vision throughout his career with tireless dedication.

Warren was raised by his grandparents on a farm near Hannaford, ND 

where he attended high school.  At NDSU he served Epsilon as secretary and 

was active in the 1960 “name change” campaign. He completed his bachelor’s 

in 1961 and one year later earned an NDSU master’s degree in agricultural 

engineering.  

For the next 18 years, Brother Jamison worked for the US Bureau of Reclamation in the western states, 

including five years as manager of the Bureau’s Bismarck office.  He left the Bureau to become deputy 

administrator of the Southwest Power Administration in Tulsa for five years and then spent seven years as 

assistant to the administrator for the Western Area Power Administration in Denver. 

In 1993 Warren retired from federal service and returned to ND and state government service as manager of 

the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, headquartered in Carrington.  He capped his career by managing 

passage of the federal Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000, providing over $600 million for water supply and 

recreational needs in North Dakota.

Warren was active in many professional and civic organizations including: the National Water Resources 

Association, Upper Missouri Water Association, Red River Basin Commission, ND Water Education Foundation, 

ND Irrigation Caucus, International Committee on Irrigation and Drainage, ND Water Users Association, ND 

Water Coalition, the Carrington School Board, and many community organizations.  His service recognitions 

included: Upper Missouri Water Association Distinguished Service Award, GNDA Natural Resources Award, 

ND Water Users Association Hall of Fame, State of North Dakota Commodore Award, Bureau of Reclamation 

Special Achievement Award, Who’s Who in Government, and Interior Department Award for Excellence.

Warren and his wife Diane have three children and four grandchildren.  He died in 2003 of cancer.
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LeVon Kirkeide ’54

“North Dakota Extension Agent Extraordinaire” is the way LeVon 

Kirkeide is described by many longtime residents of Wells County.  For good 

reason; many of the agricultural and economic improvements in the county 

from 1959 to his retirement in 1986 were the result of LeVon’s vision and 

leadership.

LeVon Kirkeide was raised on his parents’ farm near York, ND.  He 

graduated from the Benson County Agricultural School in Maddock and 

enrolled at NDSU in animal science.  He joined his older brother Mel as 

an AGR and served as president of Saddle and Sirloin his senior year.  Following graduation in 1954 he was an 

International Farm Youth Exchange delegate to Brazil and in 1955 began his Cooperative Extension career as 

assistant agent in McHenry County. The following year he moved to Fargo as assistant Cass County Extension 

agent and three years later moved to Fessenden as Wells agent.  

Brother Kirkeide’s leadership positions included: board member and president of the Wells County Housing 

Project, one of the founders and president of the Western 4-H Camp and camp representative to the ND 4-H 

Foundation, treasurer of the Fessenden Community Development Association, president of the Fessenden 

Kiwanis Club, advisory council member for the Carrington Agricultural Research Center, founding member and 

president of the Northland Seed Bean Corp, secretary of the Wells County Better Seed and Grain and the Wells 

County Soil Conservation Service, president of the ND County Agents Association, and every lay position in 

his church including president of the congregation. LeVon was instrumental in developing a pinto bean certified 

seed industry in Wells County, and was key in bringing rural water service to Wells County. 

LeVon’s awards include: an honorary Chapter Farmer Degree from the Fessenden FFA chapter, 

Agriculturalist of the Year from the ND Bean Growers Association, distinguished service awards from the 

National County Agents Association and Epsilon Sigma Phi, and the Outstanding Agricultural Pioneer Award at 

the 1989 NDSU Harvest Bowl.

LeVon died in 1991.  He is survived by three sons, two daughters and nine grandchildren.

Individual Tributes
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Darel Leetun ’55

War Hero. Air Force fighter pilot. Father. Student Leader. Proud AGR. 

West River farm boy. All these terms describe brother Darel Leetun.  

Like many Epsilon brothers since 1913 who joined the military and 

the many who gave their lives in that service, Darel Leetun was proud to 

serve his country. Air Force ROTC at NDSU led to training as a fighter 

pilot and active service during the Vietnam War.  Lt. Col. Leetun’s F-105 

was shot down over North Vietnam in September 1966. He was listed as 

missing in action until 1975 when the Air Force declared him dead. In 2005 his remains were recovered and 

he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors including the Air Force Cross, the 

highest medal awarded by the Air Force. Thus ended a 39-year ordeal for Darel’s family.  “Gravel”, his Air 

Force buddies’ nickname because of his gravely voice, was finally home.

A grandson of Norwegian homesteaders, Darel was born in Harvey, ND. He lived in McKenzie, Kidder 

and Adams counties as his Extension agent father moved to different assignments. A graduate of Steele 

High School, in college he claimed Hettinger, where his family then lived, as his hometown. An athlete 

and active 4-Her in high school, Darel was president of Saddle and Sirloin, Arnold Air Society treasurer, a 

Little International grand champion showman, a member of the livestock and meats judging teams, and an 

International Farm Youth Exchange delegate to India.  

Around the AGR house, Darel’s infectious sense of humor, his quick and ready laugh, and his open and 

honest personality made him a popular brother and an effective membership recruiter. Those who knew 

Darel personally remember him with great affection.

Darel and his wife Janet have a son, Keith, and a daughter, Kerri, and five grandchildren.

Individual Tributes
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Ella Metcalf

From Spring 1952 to 1963, Epsilon was privileged to have Mrs. Ella 

Metcalf as housemother.  Whether one was the beneficiary of her patient 

and sage counsel with a difficult personal problem, or of an emergency 

darned sock, or even at the end of an accusingly wagged finger accompanied 

by an admonition for “too much noise on the stairs last night,” most 

brothers of that era agree that her influence on their lives, and especially 

their social manners, was profound. In retrospect, her influence also 

was greatly appreciated.  She was a genteel lady whose mere presence in the house reminded us to be polite, 

considerate of others and to behave with good taste. 

 Pledge Trainer Maynard Iverson ’61 recalls: “I asked her to give etiquette lessons to the pledges on several 

occasions.  She very effectively taught table manners, dance protocol, introductions, and other polite behavior 

to the sometimes rough guys we recruited.   She was certainly one of the most dynamic and memorable 

housemothers.” Mrs. Metcalf was a proud housemother who bragged about “her AGR boys” every chance she 

could.

Ella Metcalf was born in Barnesville, MN in 1889, the daughter of Andrew and Sophia Emerson.  She 

moved as a young girl with the family to Fargo, ND.  She attended Moorhead State University and returned 

to Barnesville to teach school.  She married Dr. George R. Metcalf, a Barnesville dentist, in 1915.  They had 

a son, George, and a daughter, Mary.  After her husband died in 1946, she moved back to Fargo. She was 

Epsilon’s cook for a year before being named housemother by popular acclaim of the brothers.  She returned 

to Barnesville after retiring from her housemother position in 1963, living in her Pelican Lake cottage during 

summers.  She died in 1978 at the age of 88. 

Individual Tributes
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Sally Osborn

Sally Osborn has been a cook at Epsilon since the fall of 1996.   Better 

watch out guys!  She reports that she may write a book about her time and 

experiences being a cook at a fraternity (although she says she would change 

the names so no one would be embarrassed or get in trouble because of her 

stories). 

Brother Darnell Wohlk said this about Sally: “The chapter hasn’t had 

an official housemother since the ‘60s, but many would agree that Sally has 

filled that void.  Many have gone to her for help, advice and friendship.  Many brothers who live away from 

Fargo make it a priority to stop in and visit Sally on their visits to Fargo.”

Originally from Fairbault, MN, Sally has lived in California, Minot and Fargo, ND and in Moorhead.  She 

married Tom Osborn in 1969. He died in 2003.

Before coming to Epsilon, she worked for DH Market Research.  The firm conducted market research for 

banks, retailers and other businesses, and political candidates and parties.  She formerly volunteered at Fargo’s 

Madison School as a tutor in the English as a Second Language Program. 

Sally has three sons, three grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.

Individual Tributes
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Ralph M. Ruliffson Sr.

Although he could only afford to attend NDSU for two quarters, Ralph 

Ruliffson Sr. was a proud member of Alpha Gamma Rho (initiated #60 in 

1918).  His admiration of AGR encouraged his sons, Paul, Joe and Ralph Jr. 

to join Epsilon.  Joe served as noble ruler from 1955-56.

Ralph Sr. was born in 1895 and died in 1966. He was raised on a farm 

near Lincoln, NE.  In 1913 Ralph’s father looked at land near Mapleton, 

ND that had been part of the Amenia and Sharon Land Company and later 

headquarters for the Dill Farms.  He purchased a section and in 1914 moved his machinery, livestock and 

family by immigrant train to the Red River Valley.  Ralph drove a truck packed with personal possessions on a 

10-day trip to Mapelton.

In the economically tough years of the 1920’s, Ralph’s parents and brothers left farming.  Ralph assumed 

a large mortgage and took over the home place.  He raised grains and corn, and fed livestock.  He married 

Margaret Ranes of Lisbon, ND in 1931.  She died in 1991.

Brother Ruliffson was a strong believer in being a good steward of the land and of being involved with 

his family and community.  He was recognized with a State Soil Conservation Award as well as other honors.  

He was active and a leader in many community boards. He was a founding member of the Cass County Farm 

Bureau and the Mapleton Cooperative Oil Company in 1934.  With his sons and their families joining the 

operation in the late 1950s, the farm increased to 2,800 acres, sugar beets were grown and a confined hog 

operation was added.

Ralph was loyal to NDSU and AGR his entire life, seldom missing Founders’ Day events.  Both he and 

Margaret were involved for many years with alumni and auxiliary activities at the chapter. They were extremely 

proud that all of their sons became AGR’s. 

Individual Tributes
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Ralph R. Ruliffson Jr. ’64

The youngest son of Ralph M. Ruliffson, Ralph Jr. was the fourth 

member of his family to join Alpha Gamma Rho.   However, he did not 

become a farmer like his father and older brothers Paul and Joe.  Ralph 

received an architecture degree at NDSU in 1964 after spending four years 

with the Fargo architectural firm Johnson Lightowler while also taking 

courses. Wanting to expand his experience, Brother Ruliffson worked for the 

next four years at prestigious architectural firms in San Francisco, New York 

and Minneapolis.  Returning to Fargo in 1968, he joined the newly formed Koehnlein Lightowler Johnson Inc. 

as a partner and was named vice president in 1971. 

Sharing his father’s strong belief in the importance of community, Ralph specialized in working with 

communities on housing, medical and civic projects.  During his career, he was co-director of architectural 

activities in the Fargo office and worked to promote and develop new projects in his firm’s Burnsville, 

MN office.  He was involved with several buildings in Fargo-Moorhead including the American Crystal 

headquarters and some at NDSU.

Ralph married Judith Monson of Fargo in 1967.  They have two children.  He died after a lengthy illness in 

1984 at age 45. 

Speaking of his brother, Joe said: “He was very proud of his ties and experiences with AGR and of his 

background in agriculture.  He felt it served him well in his life and profession.”

Individual Tributes
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Madelyn Stringer  

Madelyn Stringer served as Epsilon cook from 1987 to 1996. She has 

said that those years created some of her fondest memories and she truly 

cherished the relationships made with the young men of AGR.  

Brothers who knew Madelyn will agree that she brought more than 

exceptional cooking skills into the house every day. She also brought a 

quick wit, a gracious nature, and extreme patience for the occasional antics 

of college men living in a fraternity house. That being said, many brothers 

from that era will remember a tongue lashing or two the morning after an especially poor showing by the “crud 

crew!”

Madelyn Fitz was born in Cummings, ND into a family of 13 children. Married and widowed twice, 

she has a son Michael Malone, a step-daughter Kimberly Stringer, two grandchildren, and two great-

grandchildren. An avid cook, she enjoyed preparing meals both as a professional and for family and friends 

throughout her life.  She currently (2010) resides in West Fargo, ND at the Cooperative Living Center. In her 

90s and doing well, Madelyn especially enjoys visiting with brothers from Epsilon Chapter.

Individual Tributes
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Epsilon Federal Agency 
Administrators
Tribute 
(Keith Bjerke, Myron 
Johnsrud)

Dale Anderson
Keith Bjerke
Neal Bjornson
Paul Brackelsberg
Gerald Horner
Maynard Iverson
Allan Johnson
Allyn Marifjeren
Lyle Moe
Howard Schmid
Don Schwartz
Erik P. Sorensen

Epsilon National AGR 
Leaders Tribute 
(S. K. Bjornson, Allen 
Johnson, Jerry Puppe, 
Jack Brown)

Dale Anderson
Keith Bjerke
Jac k Brown
Donavon Evashenko, Sr.
Maynard Iverson 
Allan Johnson
Dennis E. Johnson
Darryl Lutovsky
Michael Malo
Jerry Puppe
Howard Schmid
Don Schwartz
Erik P. Sorensen

Epsilon ND Government 
and Association Executives 
Tribute
(Dale Anderson, Keith Bjerke, 
Tom Lilja,  Mel Maier, 
Wade Moser)

Dale Anderson
Floyd Askim

Keith Bjerke
Edison T. Colwell
Robert G. Dunlop
Donovan Evashenko, Sr.
C.B. “Buck” Haas
Allan Johnson
Tom Lilja
Allyn Marifjeren
Wade Moser
Howard Schmid
Don Schwartz
Erik P. Sorensen
Dennis L. Wold

Dennis Askim ‘72 Tribute 
Craig Askim
Floyd Askim
Gary Askim
Justin Askim
Mary Askim – Lovseth
Joseph L. Bata
Bill Finley
Warren & Kevin Hall
Gregg Halverson
Dave Hoffman
Lee McLaughlin
Gregory Olson
Elwin Pearson
Duane Preston
Jim Sletten
Doug Vannurden

Bertram Berg ‘53 Tribute
John Bollingberg

Michael Brandvik ‘61 Tribute
Dale Anderson
Gerry Bender

Ron L. Brandvold ‘57 Tribute
Floyd Askim
Allyn Marifjeren
Earl Marifjeren
Curt Nelson
Howard Schmid
Don Schwartz

Dr. O. O. Churchill Tribute
Lyle E. Nelson

Reginald Gorder ‘57 Tribute 
Floyd Askim
George Bassingthwaite
Donavon Evashenko, Sr
Douglas P. Gorder
Greg & Val Gorder
Joyce Gorder
Theodore “Ted” Gorder
Maynard Helgaas
Allyn Marifjeren
Earl Marifjeren
Howard Schmid
Don Schwartz

Warren Jamison ‘61, ‘62 
Tribute 
Dale Anderson
Rick Anderson
Gary Spangelo
Bob Strand

LaVon Kirkeide ‘54 Tribute
John Bollingberg
Howard Schmid

Darel Leetun ‘55 Tribute 
Jack Babinski
Judeen Brusseau
Raymond Buelow
Howard Cariveau
Marvin & Janell Christmann
Herb French
Wayne French
Tom Gates
Robert A. Groom
Gary E. Hart
Myron Johnsrud
Janet Leetun Chamberlen
Marvin Meyer
Duane Preston
Don Schwartz
Kenneth Thompson

Ella Metcalf Tribute
Dale Anderson

Darrell Ballweg
Keith Bjerke
John Bollingberg
Judeen Brusseau
Tom Gates
Frederick J. Haas
Maynard Iverson
Duane V. Johnson
Merrill Johnson
Bob Knudson
Allyn Marifjeren
Earl Marifjeren
Glenn McCrory
Ronald Nelsen
Darrel Oech
Curtis Nelson
Gary Puppe
Joe & Joan Ruliffson 
Edward Saugstad
Howard Schmid
Don Schwartz
Gary Spangelo
Joe Thomas

Sally Osborn Tribute 
Brant Bigger
Eric Mairs
Jamie Nettum
Erik P. Sorensen
Lance Tuhy
Darnell Wohlk

Ralph M. ‘17 & Ralph R. ‘63
Ruliffson Tribute 
Joe S. Ruliffson
Don Schwartz

Madelyn Stringer Tribute 
Martin Amble
Craig Askim
Brad Giese
Anthony Larson
Jamie Nettum
Clint Paulson
Erik P. Sorensen
Jim Thormodson
Kevin Throener
David Voller

2nd Century Campaign Tribute Donors
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Named Rooms in the Renovated & Expanded Chapter House

Size of Gift Building Target Donor
$250,000 or more Member Education Room David & Marlys Sunderland

$100,000 -  $249,999 Library Epsilon National AGR Leaders Tribute
 Scholarship Fund
 Dining Room

$50,000 - $99,999 Living Room Gregg Halverson
 Patio
 Spiritual Center Dave, Mark, Mike & Tim Vipond
 Basement Study Lounge Epsilon ND Government and   

Association Executives Tribute
 Second Floor Study Room Roger Kenner
 Third Floor Study Room

$25,000 - $49,999 Resident Advisor Suite Ella Metcalf Tribute
 Room 206 Bill & Geri Harbeke
 Room 207 Earl Marifjeren
 Room 305 Peter Schockman
 Room 306 Epsilon Federal Agency Administrators 

Tribute

$10,000 - $24,999 Room 201 Reg Gorder Tribute
 Room 202 Ruliffson Family Tribute
 Room 203 Bruce & Tom Fagerholt
 Room 204 Myron Johnsrud
 Room 205 Wen & Pearle Kielty
 Room 301 Dr. O.O. Churchill Tribute
 Room 302 Dennis Askim Tribute
 Room 303 Darel Leetun Tribute
 Room 304 Kevin & Warren Hall
 Kitchen Stinger & Osborn Tributes
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$250,000 or more     
Number of Gifts Needed: 1
Number of Gifts to date: 1

David & Marlys Sunderland ‘68

$100,000 - $249,999
Number of Gifts Needed: 2
Number of Gifts to date: 0

$50,000 - $99,999
Number of Gifts Needed: 5
Number of Gifts to date: 4

John Giese ‘80
Gregg Halverson ‘71
Roger Kenner ‘71
Corey Martin ‘98

$25,000 - $49,999
Number of Gifts Needed: 12
Number of Gifts to date: 12

Randall C. Aarestad ‘77
John, Grant, & Noah Anderson 

‘80, ‘04, ‘06
Allen Giese ‘82
Bill & Geri Harbeke ‘69
Allan Johnson ‘68
Earl Marifjeren ‘54
Gerald Puppe ‘60 
Randy Reber ‘80
Peter Shockman ‘78
Dave Vipond ‘79
Mike Vipond ‘82
Ray York ‘70

$10,000 - $24,999
Number of Gifts Needed: 30
Number of Gifts to date: 42

Michael Anderson ‘68
Joseph L., Christopher, Joseph 

M. &
Mark Bata ‘72, ‘00, ‘04, ‘06
Darby Bauer ‘91
Jack & Ken Berg  ‘00, ‘04

         Amount Pledged/Gifted to date: $1,832,373.15                  Amount Collected: $820,162.12 As of 07-20-10
Percent Pledged: 104.7 %           Percent Collected: 44.8%            Total Contributors: 381          Percent of Brothers: 40.1%            

Keith Bjerke ‘61
Neal R. Bjornson ‘58
Jack Brown ‘60
Don & Kristi Carlson ‘97
John R., Jeffrey L., John S. Dahl 

’51, ’78, ‘82
Bruce & Tom Fagerholt ’70, ‘00
Bill Finley ‘70
Dr. Gary B. Gibbons ‘55
Bernie Goodman ‘68
Frederick J. Haas ‘61
Jared Hagert ‘98
Warren & Kevin Hall ‘06
John & Eric Halverson ‘99, ‘99
Craig Hanson ‘90
Jim, Jamie & Clair Hauge ‘70 ‘95 

‘00
Merrill Johnson ‘56
Russ Johnson ‘69
Myron Johnsrud ‘57
Wen & Pearle Kielty ’38, 
  by Gayle Kielty Clifford
Aaron Kleingartner ‘01
Robert Knorr ‘65
Jim Kokett ‘88
Clint Kurtz ‘60
Carl Larson ‘62
Tom Lilja ‘92
Travis Maddock ‘93
Andrew Moquist ‘04
Lyle E. Nelson ‘48
Joe S. & Joan Ruliffson ‘56
Howard Schmid ‘58
Donald F. Schwartz ‘57
Myron Senechal ‘66
Mark Sletten ‘77
Tim & Mark Vipond  ‘83   ‘88
Jason Wildung ‘96
Ryan Wingenbach ‘00
Jarvis York ‘99
Bruce Zavalney ‘77

$5,000 - $9,999
Number of Gifts Needed: 50
Number of Gifts to date: 59

Charles Aarestad ‘11

Arnold M. Amundson ‘62
Lester Amundson ‘56
Dale Anderson ‘59
Floyd Askim ‘59
Mary Askim-Lovseth
Jacob Bailey ‘08
Charles Bateman ‘61
Ronald, Nicholas, Matthew, &
Christopher Beneda ’78, ’03, ‘05
Brant Bigger ‘00
Alan Blume ‘80
Dale Blume ‘73
John Bollingberg ‘55
John P. Boyle ‘72
Dick Clark ‘53
Rich Clemenson ‘63
Jason Eckert ‘93
Scott Dau ‘68
Orian Fjestad ‘59
Robert Geston ‘50
Allan, David, & Patrick Glynn 

’63,’63, ‘67
Greg Goodman ‘99
George W. Hildre ‘55
Howard Huebner ‘79
Robert Jerger ‘70
Dennis E. Johnson ‘66
Roy H. Johnson ‘50
Mark Knorr ‘77
Jeffrey Knott ‘99
Anthony Larson ‘95
Jeremie Larson ‘97
David A. Lee ‘66
Tom Lipetzky ‘83
Terry Lorenzen ‘58
Brad Maier ‘94
Scott Malmberg ‘80
Allyn Marifjeren ‘58
Randall A. Mauch ‘72
Lyle Moe ‘58
Wade Moser ‘79
Jamie Nettum ‘98
Jeffrey Olson ‘03
Sherwood Peterson ‘62
Roy Simonson ‘34
Terry Skjerseth ‘72
James Sletten ‘71

Jeffrey Strang ‘98
Donald Strickler ‘66
Dan Sweere ‘88
Kenneth Thompson ‘58
Jim Thormodson ‘87
Matt Titus ‘93
Tom Trost ‘80
Lance Tuhy ‘00
Aaron Vadnais ‘08
Archie & Dave Wanner ‘80, ‘80
Jason Webster ‘05
Dan Weiler ‘85
Steve Wosick ‘08

$1,000 - $4,999
 Number of Gifts Needed: 175
 Number of Gifts to date: 173

Lennart Almen ‘51
Martin Amble
Clarence W. Anderson ‘58
Rick Anderson ‘64
Vince Anez ‘89
Don Asheim ‘74, in memory of 
Obert & Vernon Asheim
Gary Askim ‘69
Justin Askim ‘05
Bill Austin ‘65
Donald Bahl ‘44
Darrell Ballweg ‘61
Brian Danner ‘00
Troy Bassingthwaite ‘98
Matthew Benz ‘80
Cliff Berg ‘67
Jerald Bergman ‘66
Lannis Bergsgaard ‘64
Dixon Best ‘49
Kevin Bigger ‘86
Loren Bock ‘02
Melvin Bork ‘50
Terry Borstad ‘68
Marlo Brackelsberg ‘62
Paul Brackelsberg ‘61
Judeen Brusseau ‘57
Gerald Buelow ‘59
Jim Burroughs ‘65
Cody Chesrown ‘04
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Neal Coit ‘79
Thomas W. Cotton ‘82
Marvin & Janell Christmann
Leonard Dalzell ‘53
Matt Danuser ‘93
Joshua Dukart ‘03
Donavan Eck ‘63
Shawn Eckert ‘00
Mark Ellison ‘83
Carmen Erickson ‘67
Roger W. Erickson ‘67
Blaine Erovick 
Donavon Evashenko, Sr. ‘61
Ben Farner ‘63
O. Lowell Flaat ‘53
Fred J. Flanders ‘58
George Flaskerud ‘64
Mark A. Foster ‘87
Brett Freking ‘95
Tom Gates ‘56
Scott Gauslow ‘02
Brad Giese ‘90
Keith L. Gemmill ‘78
Greg & Val Gorder
Joyce Gorder
Justin Green ‘01
Harlow Grove ‘72
Greg Gustafson ‘69
Allyn Hart ‘61
Gary E. Hart ‘55
Curtis Hartmann ‘82
Chad Hasbargen ‘88
Clayton Haugse ‘53
Dean Hefta ‘87
Maynard Helgaas ‘57
Blaine Hopfauf ‘89
H. Frank Hughes ‘58
Maynard J. Iverson ‘61
IVY Partners
Pierre Jensen ‘00
Duane V. Johnson ‘54
Ralph D. Johnson ‘43
Ted A. Johnson ‘75
Ben Kaehler ‘85
Ralph Kaehler ‘83
Bob Knudson ‘58
H. Donald Kuhn ‘61
Blaine Kummer ‘02
Mark Lampert ‘87
Floyd Larson ‘57
Merle Larson ‘57
Carl Lee ‘49
Jon Lee ‘97
Clark Leier ‘02
Leonard Leikas ‘66
Stu Letcher ‘90
Dallas Loff ‘02
Russell J. Lorenz ‘52
Dan Lugert ‘04 
Darryl Lutovsky ‘68
Richard J. Lutovsky ‘66
Eric Mairs ‘01
Paul Marchell ‘63
Andrew L. Mauch ‘06
Russ Mauch ‘77
Glenn McCrory ‘63
Lee McLaughlin ‘69

Dave Mork
Jim Mostad ‘70
Ron Mueller ‘81
Mark Myrdal ‘77
Jerry Narum ‘68
Steven T. Neil ‘88
Ronald Nelsen ‘57
Curtis H. Nelson ‘58
Galen Nettum ‘71
Al Nipstad ‘66
Jerome Nipstad ‘69
Allen Odenbach ‘66
Robert Odenbach ‘71
Dennis Ogg ‘82
Curtis Olafson ‘75
Roger Olafson ‘70
Craig Olson ‘05
Gordon Olson ‘71
Gregory Olson ‘71
Kenneth Olson ‘73
Gerald O’Keefe ‘59
Stephen O’Neill ‘02
Clint Paulson ‘95
Edwin Pearson ‘71
Gary Pender ‘66
Gary Pfann ‘86
Richard L. Pfeiffer ‘69
Dan Phillips ‘99
Jacob Pic ‘03
Robert Pile ‘43
Keith Pillatzki ‘94
Duane Preston ‘63
Gary Puppe ‘64
Shane Reardon ‘01
Shannon Reardon ‘06
Jake Reed ‘00
Adam Riesen ‘07
David Rinke ‘65
Robert Rose ‘64
Jim A. Ross ‘74
Spencer Roth ‘10
Keith A. Rourke ‘70
Gilman Rud ‘66
Corey Rudnicki ‘01
Ritchie Schaefer ‘10
Herman Schatz ‘61
Harley Schlichting ‘61
David Schneeberger ‘81
Al Scholes ‘66
Dale Schock ‘75
Chris Schuler ‘91
Rick Seim ‘64
Greg Seims ‘08
Earl Skogley ‘55
Paul Skorheim ‘77
Henry N. Solberg ‘56
Erik Sorensen ‘00
Gary Spangelo ’61
Larry Spong ‘64
Earl Stegman ‘59
Bob Strand ‘62
Rick Sys ‘68
Eric Thesing ‘10
Joe Thomas ‘62
Reed Tinkham ‘75
Mike Tokach ‘86
Donald Uglem ‘68

Trent Velure ‘88
David Voller  ‘93
Daniel Vollmer ‘76
George Walstad ‘’50
Rodney D. Wentz ‘65
Marvin Werner ‘59
Nick Westman ‘54
Matthew Williams ‘95
Darnell Wohlk ‘07
Dennis L. Wold ‘60
Boyd Zavalney ‘83

$500 - $999

Number of Gifts Needed: 100
Number of Gifts to date: 50

Craig A. Askim ‘94
George Bassingthwaite ‘59
Michael Bjertness ‘11
Andrew J. Blaufuss ‘01
Dennis Boyle ‘73
Raymond Buelow ‘55
Howard & Margie Cariveau ‘58
Dale Carpentier ‘70
Edison T. Colwell ‘60
John Cunningham ‘64
Robert H. Curl ‘55
Todd Ellison ‘94
Joel Erickson ‘90
Richard Faught ‘60
Mike Farrell ‘63
Dale Ferebee ‘67
Alvin L. Fragodt ‘54
Herb French ‘57
Wayne H. French ‘63
Gene Funseth ‘71
Robert A. Groom ‘57
C.B. “Buck” Haas ‘60
Donald Hart ‘54
Glenn Haugen ‘53
Dennis Hjelle ‘70
Chris Hoffman ‘99
Dennis G. Johnson ‘62
Kirk L. Johnson ‘94
Wayne Johnson ‘68
Joe L Knight, ’57  in memory of 

Allen J. Knight 
Martin L. Kraninger ‘54
Ron Kofoid ‘67
Sam Landman ‘11
Howard L. Leland ‘64
Michael Malo ‘59
Mark Magnusson ‘82
Robert Mountain ‘58
Curtis Norenberg ‘53
Darrel Oech ‘60
James Ostlie ‘69
Donald E. Paulson ‘64
Paul Renken ‘97
Edward S. Saugstad ‘63
R.E. Stangler ‘41
Orlan Swenson ‘64
Richard Tetrault ‘54
Robert Tetrault ‘58
Kevin Throener ‘95
Gerry Uglem ‘70

Doug Vannurden

Up to $499

Norman B. Akesson ‘40
John D. Babinski ‘53
Gerry Bender ‘57
Daren Berube ‘88
Robert Bishop ‘61
Orvin C. Burnside ‘54
Robert G. Dunlop ‘68
Robert Elliott 
Scott Erickson
David F. Fedora ‘73
Curtis Funseth ‘78
Douglas P. Gorder
Theodore  “Ted” Gorder
John L.  Haas ‘57
Greg Hanson ‘86
Dave Hoffman ‘72
Gerald Horner ‘62
Larry Johnson ‘62
Vance Jury ‘67
Frank P. Keogh ‘71
Ronnie Krueger ‘63
John L. Landman ‘55
Janet Leetun Chamberlen
Ray Lutovsky ‘77
Adam & Jennifer Mauch 
Christopher McKinzie ‘03
Marvin Meyer ‘54
Paul Myrdal ‘85
Ronald Nelsen ‘57
Tim Nordquist ‘73
Hilbert Pfeifer, Jr. ‘61
Rick Quam ‘75
John Richards ‘52
Morris Roningen ‘57
Mike Rose ‘70
Patrick Stallman 
Kevin Torborg ‘86
Dale Von Ruden ‘59
David Wahus ‘66
Bill Well ‘54
Michael S. Winkler ‘83

Corporate Gifts

AdFarm
REA Hybrids

Matching Gifts

BASF
Bobcat
Caterpillar
John Deere
Pfizer
Pioneer
Sherwin-Williams
3M
Wells Fargo
Jamie Nettum
Erik P. Sorensen
Lance Tuhy
Darnell Wohlk
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What We Can All Learn From Our Campaign & Centennial
By Brant Bigger ’00, House Corp President

Our 18 founding fathers were true leaders, blazing new trails in 1913 with no 
guarantee of success.  Now almost 100 years later, our chapter leaders have 
ventured out again into unchartered waters to raise $1.75 million to renovate 
and expand the chapter house, and to create a campus leading scholarship 
program.  Our founders would be humbled to say the least that something 
they planted the seeds for still survives and thrives in the 21st century.  
Harold Schafer, who single-handedly paid off our $10,000 debt in 1949, and 
other AGR benefactors would also be pleased that our 2nd Century Campaign 
was the result of a team effort with avid participation from alumni volunteers 
and donors. 

Multiple generations of alumni have certainly established the bar for what the AGR brotherhood is all 
about for our undergraduate members.  For these young men it’s tough to understand that AGR is a 
lifelong commitment, not just a fun college experience.  With a fierce passion, our alumni have shown 
a willingness to step forward to do what’s right for the chapter.  These are the qualities of an AGR; it’s 
that Midwestern work ethic combined with a traditional agrarian attitude to take the initiative when 
something needs fixing.  Although the names and faces of AGR’s at North Dakota State have changed 
through the years, our product is still better men.  

Having a freshly renovated house is not new at NDSU.  What sets us apart is our passionate 
recommitment to our vision of providing future generations with the same academic, career and 
leadership advancement opportunities that we were privileged to enjoy.  There is no better evidence of 
this recommitment than our newly created scholarship endowment program.  This was not established 
to fund one or two year’s worth of awards, but for many decades to come.  

Because of our successful campaign experience, our undergraduates should have a renewed 
appreciation for what type of mettle our brothers are made of and the top caliber leadership they 
deliver regularly to their communities and industry.  Moving forward, our centennial celebration will 
be an opportunity where alumni and undergraduates can both reflect and envision what our future 
legacy will be for the next 100 years.
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June 28, 2010

Epsilon Chapter
Alpha Gamma Rho
1303 University Drive N
Fargo ND, 58102

Gentleman,

Congratulations on your very successful capital campaign and the completion of your extensive 
remodeling project, on time and on budget. As the first national fraternity established at North Dakota 
Agricultural College (now North Dakota State University) you have a well deserved tradition of 
excellence and the entire university is proud of you.

As the 14th President of NDAC/NDSU, I assure you that you are an important part of our past and 
future success. Your members and alumni have distinguished themselves and this University with their 
accomplishments and achievements.

I look forward to mutually bright futures.

Sincerely,

Dean L. Bresciari
President

NDSU N O R T H   D A K O T A   S T A T E   U N I  V E R S I  T  Y

Office of the President
NDSU Dept. 1000
P.O. Box 6050
Fargo, ND 58108-6050

701.231.7211

Fax 701.231.8722
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For more information contact AGR at:
1303 N. University Drive

Fargo, ND 58102

www.agrfargo.org


